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could survive on the official rations and those who could eat well on
the black market. And the second class consists of the rich and the
friends of the Germans. From this point of view, the higher Vichy
officials, even if they do not take advantage of their privileges, are
privileged in the public eye. Without any planning, the de Gaulle
movement became the chief, not the only but the chief, symbol of
the underprivileged, the people of France, the people Admiral
Leahy and Robert Murphy did not meet. It may not have deserved
to be the chief symbol; it is not and never has been the only symbol.
Its role was threatened when Hitler invaded Russia. With all Euro-
pean peoples (including the English) the Russian resistance has
been the great, heroic theme of this war. But the effect in France
was to help the resistance movement, that is, to help de Gaulle.
The Germans aided by shooting people indiscriminately as Com-
munists or de Gaullists. Often their victims were neither. But the
identification stuck. The Russians were the people who knew the
answers concealed from Gamelin, Weygand and P6tain. The de
Gaullists were the people who had never spoken well of the
Germans, unlike MM. Petain, Darlan and Laval.
I repeat, the identification may have been unjust, but it was
made; in France and all over Europe, It was made by Radio Pans,
by Radio Vichy, by Radio Maroc.  The main organizations of
popular resistance in France faced this fact; willingly or unwillingly,
I know not. But they made their terms with what was then called
La France Libre and is now called La France Combattante, with the
National Committee which sits in London. There was a corres-
ponding evolution in London. Whether de Gaulle was originally a
reactionary, again I cannot say. But the failure of the mere counter-
pronunciamento forced the movement into really revolutionary
channels. The docility of French soldiers and officials forced a
reconsideration of the French social structure. The most unpopular
class in France (as everywhere in Europe) was the conservative
social class, "les riches," " les gens*Jbien" whether they were bankers
or soldiers. This class had, it appeared, no thought for the old
unconditional patriotism when following out the old patriotic, no-
surrender policy threatened its privileged position. Jacobinism,
that is, revolutionary patriotism, was forced on the de Gaullist
movement, especially after the beginning of the Russian war. (It is
purely a guess on my part, but I am inclined to think that de Gaulle